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JOHNSON & WALES UNIVERSITY: FUTURE LEADERS START HERE

Founded in 1914, Johnson & Wales University is a private, nonprofit, accredited institution with more than 10,000 
graduate, undergraduate and online students at its four campuses in Providence, Rhode Island; North Miami, Florida; 
Denver, Colorado; and Charlotte, North Carolina. An innovative educational leader, the university offers undergraduate 
and graduate degree programs in arts and sciences, business, engineering, food innovation, hospitality, nutrition, health 
and wellness. It also offers undergraduate programs in culinary arts, dietetics and design. JWU’s unique model provides 
students with the personalized attention, academic expertise and industry connections that inspire professional success 
and personal growth. The time students spend at JWU is nothing short of transformative, as demonstrated by career 
outcomes, expected earnings and economic mobility rankings. For more information, visit jwu.edu.

A GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

At Johnson & Wales, we have always been committed to embracing diversity and an international perspective to  
help foster a richly inclusive educational experience for all of our students.

As such, the university has a long and proud history of welcoming students from across the globe. In fact,  
our more than 10,000 international alumni are a testament to our unique approach to experiential education,  
and to our welcoming and supportive culture.

Today, we are honored to host 424 international students representing 62 countries who are such an integral part of our 
university community. 

We are equally committed to enriching and expanding opportunities for global learning and to enhancing opportunities 
for global citizenship. Our students completed internships in 21 countries during the 2018–19 academic year and took 
advantage of our 90 study abroad and exchange programs in 47 countries. Because of this, we rank as the 26th master’s 
level institution in the United States for number of students who studied abroad.

To all of our international graduates celebrating with us today, we thank you for your significant contributions to the 
JWU experience, and we wish you much success in all your personal and professional endeavors.

v v v 
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Dear Class of 2021,

Today, we stand in awe of you, the members of the Johnson & Wales University 
graduating Class of 2021. The road to get here has not been easy. This day 
marks the culmination of your journey defined by hard work, persistence and 
the courage to keep going through incredibly uncertain and challenging times. 
Congratulations on arriving at this moment! We are all so proud of you. 

Earning your graduate degree is a pivotal milestone in one’s life. When you cross 
the stage today, think of the countless hours you have dedicated to studying, 
completing projects and perfecting your craft. Consider the people who have 
helped you along the way — your family and friends, classmates, professors, staff, 
coaches and mentors. Reflect fondly on the memories you have made during your 
time at JWU. 

The future now belongs to you, graduates. Even if that future feels a bit unclear, at JWU you have built 
networks of advisors, industry professionals and friends who will be alongside you as you venture forth, 
ready to adapt to and embrace our perpetually changing world. Like the thousands of alumni who have 
come before you, you possess the Wildcat grit and resolve to reach your goals. Continue to persevere 
and I know you will find success. As an alumna myself, I am delighted to welcome you to the JWU 
Alumni Family.

You will always have a home at JWU. You are Wildcats for life. Keep the memories close and the bonds 
you have forged strong. On behalf of the entire university community, we are so grateful you chose 
JWU and wish you all the best for a bright future.

Forever JWU,

Marie Bernardo-Sousa, LP.D., ’92 
President, Providence Campus
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Our History 

IT BEGAN WITH TWO WOMEN

In a time when women had not yet gained the right to vote 
and men dominated commerce, two women did something 
extraordinary — opening their own business school to prepare 
both men and women for jobs in the workplace.

Gertrude Johnson and Mary Wales began a friendship that 
led to a bold decision to leave their place of employment to 
establish their own school of business. With one student and 
one typewriter in Miss Johnson’s Providence, R.I. home, the 
Johnson & Wales Business School was founded and quickly 

grew with the influx of returning soldiers from World War I. 
After World War II, Misses Johnson and Wales were ready to 
pass the mantle to two returning veterans — Morris Gaebe 
and Edward Triangolo — to position Johnson & Wales for a 
thriving future.

In 1980, Johnson & Wales University’s first chancellor Morris 
Gaebe had the vision to bring a Johnson & Wales’ education 
to students where they live as an alternative to enrolling at 
the university’s main campus in Providence, R.I. That led to 
the establishment of our campuses in North Miami (1992), 
Denver (2000) and Charlotte (2004 — after the consolidation 
of our presence in Charleston, South Carolina; and Norfolk, 
Virginia.) Johnson & Wales was geographically putting its 
stamp on higher education. 

JWU’s physical presence has been transformed many times 
throughout the university’s 106-year history. Early on, Misses 

Johnson and Wales moved their classrooms multiple times 
in the city of Providence before the school purchased its first 
building at Abbott Park Place in 1962. As the years progressed, 
JWU established a presence abroad in Gothenburg, Sweden 
and in conjunction with the University of St. Martin on 
the Caribbean island of St. Maarten. Stateside, in addition 
to Providence, the university also had campuses in Vail, 
Colorado, as well as in South Carolina and Virginia. Every 
decision to open or close a location was done strategically to 
strengthen and better position JWU for the future. As former 
Chancellor Gaebe envisioned, coupled now with the advances 
of technology, we will continue to bring a JWU education to 
students and employees of companies throughout the world.  

“�We should teach a thing not for its  
own sake, but as a preparation for what 
lies beyond.”

— Mary T. Wales

Gertrude I. Johnson Mary T. Wales

Morris J.W. Gaebe Edward P. Triangolo
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v v v 

 PROVIDENCE

 CHARLOTTE

The Next Chapter

Johnson & Wales University is what we are today because of the 
thousands of students and hundreds of faculty and staff who have 
filled our classrooms, facilities and offices with this common goal in 
mind: to provide an exceptional education that inspires professional 
success and lifelong personal and intellectual growth. JWU has made 
an extraordinary difference in North Miami and Denver, producing 
exceptional graduates in so many fields of study, contributing to the 
economy and raising the level of culinary and hospitality in those 
metropolitan areas. 

We will be forever grateful to all of the North Miami and Denver 
students, faculty, staff and alumni who have and will continue to 
proudly call themselves Wildcats. Our community spirit will always 
bring us together as we close one chapter in our university’s history 
and start a new one.

Forever Wildcats. Forever JWU.

 NORFOLK

 NORTH MIAMI  DENVER

 VAIL CHARLESTON

 GOTHENBURG
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Master of Arts in Teaching 
Degree Recipients

Master of Education 
Degree Recipients

Culinary Arts Education

Business/Secondary Special Education

Vency Adolfo Beato
Antonia Elaine Carpenter
Haley Marie Clark
Rebecca Sarah Dinerman
Anabel Jimenez-Hiraldo

Susan Marie Lagalle 
Katherine Marie Kimmerlein
Dawn M. Manchester
Kevin Montoya
Eliza Maynard Pyliotis

Ryan A. Rafanelli
Jared Roland Santurri
Natalia Noelle St. Louis
Frank Arthur Vollkommer

Nehemiah S. Gbaba
Jillian Lyn Giarrusso
William J. Higgins Jr.

Craig Michael Hughes
Deana Vitkevich Levis

TEACHER EDUCATION

TEACHING & LEARNING

Lauren Elizabeth Bitsoli
Lauren Ann Carlson
Karissa Marie DiMascio
Andreanna Lynch

David Stephen Mollo
Brian Joshua Rodrigues
Amanda Marie Roman

v v v

Victoria Esser
Nicole Marie Hallett
Jordaline Jimenez
Helen Suhyun Park

Jenna Lynn Pinhas
Glorimar Rivera
Danielle M. Rotella

Elementary/Elementary Special Education



7

Master of Business Administration  
Degree Recipients

Jack Joseph Achenbach
Tristan Adonis
Ramyrge Marvin Alexis
Mackenzie Miranda Ammann
Aichurok Baktybekova
Amanda Jenee Beck
Megan Caryline Begin
Claude D. Bell
Allison Bailey Biagini
Riley Shannon Blue
Alison Rejeanne Brochu
Jereen Brown
Jose Felipe Carrera Manciati
Shannon Rose Cartwright
Karissa Cezair
Carrie Ann Charello
Tenzin D. Choedon
Nicholas Andrew Chresaidos
Reene Christine Clark
Karen E. Cogelia
Jillian Rose Craig
Holly Amanda Crider
Sandra Fabiola Cruz
David W. Daggett
Maria Daikh
Ryan Alfred Danna Jr.
Kelsey Marie DeBlois
Tehesh Haile Degena
Marie Dennis
Jasmin Diaz
Jose H. Diaz
Fernanda Diaz Valdes
Kelley Bentley Dinneen
Allyson Taylor Dolan
Helder Medina DosSantos
Joie DuBois
Kaitlyn Nicole Durso
Rachael Marie Easter
Rachel Lynn Eggleston
Oliviyah Wilhemenia Victoria D’Nise 

Farris

Kathryn Faust
James Robert Furst
Vannessa Rose Gallant
John A. Gesualdi
Lauren Giorgio
Dejhan Terrell Griffith
Ram Jagadeep Reddy Gudimetla
Amanda Gurung
Sara Rebecca Hassell
Lauren S. Henry
Justin Patrick Hoyle
Zehua Hu
Stephen Dawson Hurst
Leiquan Lavina Jeremiah
Jennifer Liberty Ann Justice
Bhupinder Kumar Kapil
Elizabeth Kelly
Melissa Sue Lamb
Matthew John Lamoureux
Michael Arvis Lay
Xavier Stephon Lewis
Wei Li
Xiaowu Ma
Joseph Anthony Maracic
Erica Idalia Martinez
Rosa Eduviges Martinez
Danielle Jordan Melendy
Justin Lane Mitlehner
Joanne Woodstock Monahan
Emily Suzanne Montalbano
Kathryn Ann Mullen
Julia A. Nefedova
Jeffrey Luis Neto
Crystal Lee O’Brien
Megan Jane Ogden
Eric Babatunde Oladapo
Michelle Inez Oliveira
Jacob Olvera
Rebecca Oluwatoyin Oni
Katherine Ortiz
Paige Elizabeth Parsons

Sara Rose Patterson
Erin Lashawn Perry
Cale Robert Petermann
Kenny Wilson Philistin
Justin Pontes
Jordan Joseph Proto
Angel Luis Ramos
Kayla Lee Ranieri
Matthew Lavelle Reamer
Henry Rodriguez
Christopher Rosa
Ruth Rubi
Molly Kate Rudis
Victoria Marie Ruiz
Nyree S. Rutledge
Kevin W. Schwab
Shaneka Diann Scott-Holmes
Rita Leigh Searight
Anne Shalvey
Kimberly Renea Shelton
Joseph Carroll Shepard
Nicolas Sosa Collazo
Mariana Isabel Sosa
Todd D. Sparling
Carly Michelle Topal
Joseph Richard Torti
Crystal Trujillo
Rhonda Anne Van Cleve
Lyanette Milagros Vega-Matos
Kristen Noelle Vermette
Balil Walker
Yi Wang
Jennifer Wolfe
Courtney Noelle Wood
Bria Raquel Woodland
Yi Xu
Alexandra M. Zinger
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Gina Marie Browning
Elvira T. Farkhutdinova
Renee Mariah Flynn
Yinghuan Liu

Taylor Marsella
Richard Raymond Marshall Jr.
Binmao Mo
Aquileidy Perez

Zofia Pisulski
Diana Agnieszka Sekulski
Ankita Sharma
Vanessa M. Vargas

ACCOUNTING

Veronica Baldwin
Cole Drew
Taylor Fraze
Krystal L. Hall

Jessica Rae Hill
Alexus Christian Horn
Audrey Nicole Hughes
Austin Alexander Politowicz

Aakankasha Santhosh Kumar Sharma
Kathryn Rose Summers
Joceyline Thesia
Yi Wen Yeh

GLOBAL FASHION MERCHANDISING & MANAGEMENT

Emmanuel Kwame Amankwah
Nathalie Ann Arroyo
Kristin M. Badway
Tara Kay Nelly Boudreault
Stephanie Narie Brookman
Tuyen Chau
Chelsey Marie Colucci
Kyle David Couture
Carole-Anne De Ganot
Brandon Milford Ebert *
Taylor Ann Franchi
Jocelyn Jorlin Gavilanez
Madelin G. Guzman
Tyree Hare
Alena Gabrielle Harris
David Harrison Johnson

Ronald Lee Johnson Jr.
Harlan A. Lasso
Shoshana Leah Levine
Adam Michael Lewis
Boyang Liu
Nathan Charles Logsdon
Michael John Maestrey
Bailie Maiolo
Kevin Joseph Manning
Stephen James Marshall
Fantasia McIntyre
Marjorie A. Moorehead
Fadi R. Mughrabi
John Joseph Opel
Alexander Theodore Parkos
Stephen Charles Poplaski II

Daniel W. Przybylski
Monish Raju
Stephanie Rodriguez
Jocelene Saint Juste
Meghan Marie Shapiro
Jennifer Shippee
Melissa Shelby Sinopoli
Tojiddinov Nozimjon Kozimjon O’g’li
John Armand Turini III
Cassandra Sydney Wakefield
Robert Timothy Wilcox
Enhong Wu
Chunhai Xing
Aihua Zhou

FINANCE

Emily Brodeur

EVENT LEADERSHIP

Mitchell King Lane

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION

*Posthumous
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Jamesha Andrews
Tori Bannerman
Earl C. Barbee
John Matthew Bast
Adele L. Baudet
Sophia Courtland Baugher
Meredith R. Benson
Andrew Bonamassa
Caoilinn Brigit Boyle
Christina Marie Bradshaw
Lindsay Mariah Cassillo
Michael Sean Cattler
Ajay Rajinder Chadha
Nia Solange Chang
Hee Sun Chung
Imani Nakayla Coppadge
Britney Davis
Zachary Raphael Davis
Thomas Armond Digiuseppe
Zijie Dou
Peter William Doucet
Jason Michael Dowd
Daniel Jay Doyle
Rachel Joy Dunn
Metta Michelle Edwards
Rita Therese Ellis
Olivia Ann Epler
Matthew Steven Feldbusch
Katelynn Mariah Fowler
Alexis Turner Freeman
Odalys Amanda Garcia
Nicole Graham
Shavashia Antionette Grant
Juncen Guan
Tai Antoinette Heath
Dominique N. Hill
Kaitlyn Hoy
Chih Yu Hsia
Bingtao Hu
Hong Hu
Tzu Jung Huang

Supawadee Hurley
Andrex Ibiza
Shengdao Jin
Miles Lucian Johnson
Danielle Rene Jones
Katelyn Ruth Kabana
Krista Kaczka
Hyojin Kim
Kevin J. Kuhn
Polina Kurovskaya
Logan Kusinitz
Wai Shan Vivian Kwong
Thu Dang Lam
Annie Kathleen Langan
Linda Rose Leonardo
Nina Rachel Lerman
Ashlee Libucki
Taylor Grant Lindsey Jr.
Chenyue Liu
Xiaofan Liu
Brianna Marie Low
Carin Jay Malouff
Rebecca Audrey Mapes
Andreas Martin Marusaha
Ashley Nicole Massie
Michael S. Matthews
Falisha Jones McCloud
Dennis Michael McDermott
Sophie Lake McGhee
Heather Mcshane
Erin Elizabeth Meaney
Lenae Tiarra Meyers
Jazmia N. Moore
Tenzin Namdhak
Randy Javer Novia
Terrell Edward Orr
Sara Marie Paesano
Jade Alexa Paris
Ariana Mariah Passanisi
Harshal Patel
Shruti Balasaheb Patil

Isabella Monturo Paul
Megan Victoria Pauze
Valerie Louise Pelosi
Sheryl Tamika Powell-McCracken
Veronica Klare Pyatigorskaya
Yang Qiu
Ambar Angeyli Reyes
Melissa Renee Roberts
Danielle Susan Romero
Shaunna A. Rosenlieb
Karely Briseth Santana-Morfin
Shelby Loren Sapah-Gulian
Lauren Sbardella
Adriana Scala
Danielle Nicole Sheerin
Akishia Smith
Gordon M. Smith
Angela Marie Sneed
Mikaela Rafaella Solimine
Lili Song
Vanessa Lynn Story
Jennifer Lynn Styburski
Maral Sukhbaatar
Mercedes Virginia Tamayo
Diamond Thao
Michael Jude Thibodeau
Selena Sorcia Tomassi
Chung Lin Tsai
Shannon Marie Twombly
Jewel Lee Tysz
Thuy Quynh Le Van
Peri Ilona Votre
Jennifer Katherine Warnicke
Jenna Beatrice Wertz
Joshua Brewster Whalen
Ashley Rose Wojciechowski
Mengxin Yang
Ryan Yang
Mo Zhang
Ashleigh Elizabeth Zschoche

HOSPITALITY
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Furkan Aksu
Ashmita Dhunna
Abhijeet Anol Gomes
Vincent E. Hunter Jr.
Ayoub Jabir
Sameer Tanveer Khan

Aman Khatri
Aniruddhsinh Yogendrasinh Maharaul
Akram Mohammed
Manhar Ratanbhai Patel
Pooja Dashrath Patel
Himanshu Rai

Luis D. Rodriguez
Foram Shah
Aaina Singh
Aalia Singh
Kimchhay Sreng

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Kathryn Marie Boots
Natosha Tamar Bracewell
Ashley Hazel Caggiano

Philip Jeffrey Farinacci
Seamus Owen Hames
George Nixon

Elizabeth K. Pope
Michelle Bennett Simorella

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Rasheed Folami
Kadija Fran

Jessica Lynn Ouellette
Guillermo Santiago Jr.

Alysia Lynn Shadwell

INFORMATION SECURITY/ASSURANCE

Ashley Faith Addvensky
Zachary Robert Arnold
Nina Corean Burns
Kevin Gerhardt E. Cabrera
Quan’De Ty’Daven Carter
Prince Kojo Coker
Sarah El Daccache
Chanel Angela Franze

Hector A. Fuentes
Shamia Dawkins Hayden
Olivia Koinsola Kayla Idowu
Sofia Lily Kachurka
Ryan Lin
James Little
Brienne Macy Marks
Alexis Victoria Maston

Phashari McNeal
Andrew Thomas Oberg
Joshua Manuel Perez
Jarod Rasheed Richardson
Robert G. Tessier Jr.
Cristina Jane Torres
Sidney Lee Webb

OPERATIONS AND SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT

Kayley Eileen Ackley
Kayla Pearl Addison
Blair Alexis Applegate
Michelle Raven Ayers
Candice B. Buckley
Leila Cadet
Joshua Robert Call-Fregeau
Scott M. Carvalho
Janelle Patricia Charron
Reilly Patricia Clarey
Schafer Lee Collins
Carly Ann Crocker Celiz
Armanee Nicole Cross
Siqi Duan
Kelisa Forbes
Aleta Jamika Gaines

Lisa Gail Godfrin-Saulnier
Yanilda Guillen Frias
Jenna Megan Hall
Blanca Estefania Hernandez
Sabrina Lakaye Jeffries
Shadora C. Jones
Kim T. Kahn
Karyssa Nicole LaFlash
Kelly Lynch
Brie McConneghey
Tyanna Mclean
Deirdre Morgan
Sarah A. Murphy
Kayla Nerone
Marissa Rose Pavlow
Aimee Kathleen Pebworth

Fedora R. Pierre
Carleen Santa Quattrucci
Jarius Rashaed Richardson
Grisela Rivera
Rebecca Leigh Scott
Darlene M. Severino
Kathleen Marie Sevigny
Nerrissa Silva
Ashley Noel Smith
Tiffany D’uana Sasha Taylor
Ronald T. Vincent Jr.
Gabrielle Ward
David Charles Wirth

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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Mikayla Reece Arimura
Hannah Jeannette Bontempo
Terry Lynn Brittell
Tracy Bo-Yee Chan
Yasmin Da Silveira Maciel
Rosiane Helena Deoliveira
Donald Brian Emerson

Alexis Destiny Flickinger
Christopher Michael Genco
Sarah Hoffman
Tessa Maria Kolaczenko
Rebecca Anne Kurisko
Brittany Gail Lincourt
Lauren Ann Lomonaco

Christopher Earl Lowery
Hannah Patricia Peralta
Meghan Elizabeth Quinn
Kileen Louise Shier
Makenzie Ann Sylvia
Stacy Young

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Krystel Vanessa Acosta
Evlyn Ashong-Katai
Megan F. Crudele
Ashley Michelle Cunningham
Brookes Decker
Leighann May Delvaille
Jennifer Jean Elliott

Erika Hooven
Gabrielle M. Horn
Thomas Anthony Johnson
Mackenzie Paige Parker
Alyssa K. Perdue
Jessica Faye Quinn
Caryn Burke Ratcliff

Rebecca Richardson
Roanna Vida A. Valdellon
Phillip J. Vuollet
Ashley Allison Ward
McKayla Deniece Weaver

ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

Darren Daniel Abell
Giancarlo Barbano
David W. Campbell
John A. Courtemanche
Dilasha Devi Dixit

Ramona H. Henriquez
Julian E. Johnson
Valentina Kako
Alyssa Maher
Taylor Alyse Masse

Melodie Alexandra Moyer
Rosy Jahaira Semper Gonzalez
Miranda Nicole Zeko

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Nicole Danielle Alberta
Blake Alan Boutiette
Bridget Faith Burke
Gianni Vince Caban
Robin Charlonne

Latovia Shaqwana Covington
Amy Lynne Crysler
Sophia Rose Falconeiri
Natalie Nicole Gallucci
Katelyn Laura Garand

Nathan Jones
Matthew Richard Madoian
Jenna Nicole Pare
Philip Velez Jr.

SPORT LEADERSHIP
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Angelique Elizabeth Berry
Stephanie Cabral
Arlet De La Caridad Camejo
Nicholas Croft
Breana Rene Farmer
Christopher Adrian Durand
Katelyn Mae Fabricatore
Tsering Marie Gains

Raydeana C. Gyamfi
Donovan Holligan
Craig A. Januchowski
Alexa Lynn Johnson
Ashia Noelle Johnson-Merritt
John James McAniff III
Jocelyn Mendoza
Shyra Metts

Samantha Lynn Northup
Charmagne Lenore Pearson
Sakinna Danielle Richardson
Lisa Renee Smith
Myia Angelique Soricelli
Sandra Tama
Nicole Vanessa Tirado

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Rachael L. Arestad
Ashish Belbase
Rudy Ruben Bohorquez
Robert Joseph Esposito III

Khushlok Kaur
Alexandre Lopes
Tiana Elizabeth Mcghee
Sourabh Sharad Patil

Raymond Scott Phillips
Kaitlyn Rose Smith Pond
Tong Xu

DATA ANALYTICS

Candice Marie Asselin
Jillian Barnes
Lindsey Nicole Berube
Kristen Botas
Matthew Bradstock
Adilson Silva Carvalho
John Anthony Cipolla Jr.
Courtney Connolly
Alexandra K. DeCosta
Maritza Deosa
Brianna L. Doar
McKayla Ashley Dove
Alexia P. Drohan
Jamie Jean Duane
Makaila Ferreira
Sara J. Foley
Sherry Fontanez

Sara Lynn Gaebe
Patricia Carol Gauthier
Hannah Nicole Gilbert
Michele Grieco
Jina B. Ibrahim
Uchechukwu Mma Ete Iloanusi
Cindy Elisabeth Jean-Georges
Christina Kharel
Lauran Lynn Lavigne
Grettel Londono
Meghan Maynard
Felicia Medeiros
Yves Mukanya
Jessica R. Mullaly
Robert James Murphy II
Leah Elizabeth Oles
Olivia Rose Pellegrino

Unique Nicole Pelletier
Jamie Lynn Plouff
Sarah Marie Procak
Kiel Quinn
Chanel Richardson
Moises Roman-Pomales
Antoinette Lee Rosado
Samantha Jane Seiden
Brandi Jean Silvia
Olivia Noel Sledzik
Joseph J. Tetreault Jr.
Kara Bethany Varone
Tara Grace Wallace
Samson Ouellett Wallerstein
Bridget May Ware

CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING

Master of Science Degree Recipients

Kimberly O’Hara Dugan
Joel Michael Gagliano

Emily Shepherd Jones
Ann Pino

Sondra Elaine Tribble-Bentley

ADDICTION COUNSELING
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Afnan Ibrahim M. Albalwi
Afnan Dakhilallah Mousa Abu Alhasan
Mousa Ali M. Alalawi
Majed Saud Z. Alanazi
Muteb Mutair B. Albalawi
Nehal Mohammad Alqadi
Rehab Khaleefah M. Alzabani
Stephanie Linda Auslander

Jacqueline Mary Balamas
Gianna Marie Bonpietro
Katelyn Marie Colantonio
Jeremy Edward Denis
Delaney Catherine Fay
Mackenzie Nicole Foor
Barbara Grabenweger
Kathryn Horrigan

Perry S. Kessler
Amelia Ella Quarto
Ambar Angeyli Reyes
Reid Severen Thornton
Michael David Vieira
Zoe Lynn Wakefield

GLOBAL TOURISM & SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Alicia Denise Adrien
Cynthia Anne Alberts
Manuel Almonte Castro
Tatiana Anisimova
Daniel Asher Auslander
Katherine G. Bailey
Kierra Elisabeth Bradley
Catherine Briones
Brian James Campbell
Jenna Dawson
Sydney Rose DeLuce
Dawn Marie Destefano
Calan Edwards
Lisa Fleming Dailey

Susan Marie Hadley
Stacey Hepburn-James
Daniela Ilijic
Steven Jacke
Tristan Knight
Heidi Kovell
Dao Truc La
Joelle Labbe
Rebecca Lennon
Cristina Renee Little
Russell MacAlpine
Morgan B. McCarthy
Shaylyn Power Motter
Brianna Marie Pivirotto

Lindsay Nicole Richards
Brettlyn Nicole Robinson
John Polk Runkle
Jeffery Edward Ryan
Margaret Mary Schulte
Rhiannon Paige Sell
Jia Ching Shen
Clint Darren Smith
Jennifer Marie Tepper
Katie Gillen Twyman
Alexis Leanne VanCura
Terry Wayne Villarrubia
Kimberly Elizabeth Westrom
Gregory Daniel Williams

HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT

v v v

Shanekque Mikaela Allison
Alton Amadeo Clifford
Ayisat Omotayo Danmola
Christopher Todd Evans
Troy Michael Guerrette

Chandler Harper
Keith Jedlikowski
Kunal N. Kerai
Tomas Lalinde
Mia Alexandria Mundy

Melia Dyan Reid
Miranda Taylor Ricafrente
Estefany Rincon
David Allen Rutherford
Catherine E. Veloz

FINANCE
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Carlo M. Acquisto
Whitney Elizabeth Armistead
Michael Robert Celentano
Justin Andrew Couture

Salvador Cruz
Kyle Richard Cutler
Armani Henderson
James Linnane Jr.

Madeline Moro
Kyle Purvis
Mengzhen Zeng

SPORT LEADERSHIP

Kelsey Lynn Arrico
John William Barone III
Samantha Victoria Barrella
Sarah Chandler Benes
Elizabeth M. Bento
Khristopher Earl Braithwaite
Roger W. Brooks
Chambrelle Caldwell
Edward D. Carney
Laura Lianne Cavallaro
Stephanie Kym Cheever
Marcia Danielle Cisco
Linaya Latricia Clarke
D’nysha Alexandria Cook
Chrysoula Da Rosa

Brandon F. Davis
Kelley Dixon Drukker
Massiel Encarnacion
Rachel T. Fein
Keri Ann Garrett
Sherielle Grant
Laura Elaine Hauser
Brianna Renee Haynes
Kayla Rose Hughes
Natshley Lafortune
Jacquette Le’Mon
Emily McGee
Amanda Katherine Merchant
Angela Mozzott
Mhyrynde Noá

Alexis Ramona Palmieri
Patricia Victoria Palomino
Alpitabahen K. Patel
Sadiyyah Porter-Lowery
Jiguo Qian
Shormishtha Ramani
Mika M. Reid
Samantha Lynn Roberts
Christina Maria Russell
Megan Silva
Renee Leanna Slamin
Antonia Patrice Thomas
Stefanie DiCerbo Ventura
Jillian D. Welch

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Patrick Hill
Jay Kenneth Lally

Nitin Sunil Ramchandani
Yunying Xiao

INFORMATION SECURITY/ASSURANCE

David A. Bernat
Jordan Ricci

Alondra Rivera

OPERATIONS & PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Rachel Marie Caliri
Athena Roxanne Cole-Ekman
Chad David Conklin
Monique Marie Dumaine

Anika Koram-Moore
Celia Mutchnick Lerch
Jillian Turner Oates
Twila Evette Rose

Jessica Zabell Taylor
Josephine Elizabeth Wolfe

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Natalie M. Annis
Kathleen Mary Gaskell

Steven Morse

ORGANIZATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
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Aimee Beth Agnew
Emily Elizabeth Fisher

Victoria Hart
Michelle K. Mooney

Rebecca Mavourneen Taber
Julia Snow Thomas

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Nellyn Kae Beaumont
Saxon Alexis Bresnahan

Michael Francis Masaitis
Deana Wilson

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Kristhal Marianjelis Ayala-Campos
Katie Marie Black

Colleen Elizabeth Brennan
Elizabeth Katherine Cante

HOMELAND SECURITY

Bryant Christopher Loungo
Lauren Katherine Pothier

Jennifer Rose Rancourt
Antonia Chandra Rodrigues

Cynthia Robin Stern Lynch
Alissa Kim Thompson

Caroline Grace Gehring Jorge Paricio Garcia

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Master of Public Administration 
Degree Recipients 
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Johnson & Wales University

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

James H. Hance Jr., chair of the board of trustees, Johnson & Wales University; operating executive, The Carlyle Group, Washington, D.C.
Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor, Johnson & Wales University
Timothy J. Babineau, M.D., president and chief executive officer, Lifespan Corporation, Providence, Rhode Island
Maribeth N. Bisienere, senior vice president of resorts, transportation and premium services operations, Walt Disney World Resorts, Lake Buena 

Vista, Florida 
Derick S. Close ’21 Hon., chief executive officer, Springs Creative Products Group LLC, Charlotte, North Carolina
Lionel E. LaRochelle II, principal, Spring Valley Hospitality Advisors LLC, Washington, D.C. 
M. John Martin ’86, president, The Capital Grille, Eddie V’s, Seasons 52, Yard House and Bahama Breeze; Darden Restaurants, Orlando, Florida
William J. Murphy, J.D., partner, Murphy & Fay LLP, Providence, Rhode Island
Philip S. Renaud II ’73, executive director, The Risk Institute in the Fisher College of Business, The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 
Merrill W. Sherman, J.D., principal, Sherman Consulting LLC, Jamestown, Rhode Island
Clay A. Snyder ’93, vice chair of the board of trustees, Johnson & Wales University; senior director of brand innovation & planning, Hilton 

Worldwide, McLean, Virginia
John E. Taylor Jr., managing director, Faulkner & Howe LLC, Vero Beach, Florida
Jerry Sue Thornton, Ph.D., president emeritus, Cuyahoga Community College; chief executive officer, Dream Catcher Educational Consulting, 

Moreland Hills, Ohio
D. Chip Wade ’83, president, Union Square Hospitality Group, New York, New York 
John Hazen White Jr., executive chairman, Taco Group Holdings Inc., Cranston, Rhode Island
David A. Wilson, Ph.D., P’98, independent director, Barnes & Noble Education Inc.; CoreSite Realty Inc., Naples, Florida

OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION

Mim L. Runey, LP.D., chancellor
Joseph J. Greene Jr. ’89, ’98 M.S., CPA, vice chancellor of finance & administration
Emily A. Gilcreast ’19 MBA, university secretary

v v v

Diplomas will be awarded upon completion of all university requirements.
The commencement program listing contains the names of students meeting eligibility criteria and submitted for publication as of 
April 12, 2021. Names that are printed in the commencement program should not be used as an indicator of degree completion. 
Students must satisfy all graduation requirements before officially graduating and receiving a diploma.

For your convenience, the commencement ceremony is being professionally photographed by Grad Images®. For information on 
ordering photos, please contact Grad Images® at 800-261-2576 or online at gradimages.com. 

v v v
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UNIVERSITY SEAL

The university seal represents Johnson & Wales University’s 
roots. The year at the top of the shield, 1914, is the year that 
the university was founded by Gertrude I. Johnson and Mary 
T. Wales. The dragon of St. George on the upper portion of the 
crest honors the Wales family, while the lower portion of the 
crest bears the cross of St. John and honors the Johnson family.

MACE 

The Johnson & Wales University mace symbolizes the ideals 
and values of JWU’s educational philosophy. Cast of silver 
and bronze, it is engraved with the names of our founders 
and presidents, past and present. Our campus locations are 
engraved on the golden bands. On ceremonial occasions, 
university officials carry the mace to display the unity and 
continuity of Johnson & Wales University.

The mace dates to medieval times, when it was first used as a 
weapon. Forbidden to use swords, medieval European bishops 
were allowed to enter battle with a mace — typically an iron 
or steel club designed to split armor. By the 16th century, the 
mace had become a symbol of authority that colleges and 
universities began using ceremonially. That tradition continues 
today, and the mace is carried as part of formal academic 
occasions like these at colleges and universities across the 
globe.

ACADEMIC DRESS

The tradition of wearing distinctive dress for academic reasons 
dates back to the Middle Ages. Today, academic costumes are 
usually worn in the United States by people participating in 
academic ceremonies. 

The faculty and platform party wear regalia representative of 
the degrees they possess. 

HOODS

Originating from the cowls of monastic orders, the hoods are 
the most distinctive part of the academic regalia. Their shape 
and size indicate the level of degree attained, and the colors 
reflect both the academic field as well as the institution that 
granted the degree. 

The fields of study most frequently represented in academic 
processions are the following: 

FIELD OF STUDY		  COLOR 
Arts, Letters, Humanities		  White 
Business, Commerce		  Nugget 
Education		  Light Blue 
Fine Arts		  Brown 
Law		  Purple 
Physician Assistant Studies		  Green 
Social Work		  Citron

CAPS

There is more variety in the shape and color of academic hats 
than in any other area. Master’s and doctoral degree recipients 
wear the tassel on the left throughout the ceremony, and the 
doctoral soft-cap often features a gold tassel. 

Symbols of Commencement

To attendees of this event:

Johnson & Wales University has hired 
professional photographers/videographers 
to capture images of this graduation for use 
in educational and promotional materials. 
Attendance at this event constitutes each 
individual’s consent to Johnson & Wales 
University to have their image and voice 
recorded and retransmitted for any and all 
purposes at the university’s discretion. If you 
do not agree with the foregoing, please see a 
university special events staff member.


